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GERMAN UNIFICATION AND THE DISARMAMENT QUESTION

Eentiwent in favor of a neutralized, udfied Germany is
growing in both France and the ngarni Republic. The
Boclialist leadors in Paris x;vorwsuck a solution, and the
German Free Democrats are beginning to agree with the

Bocial Democrats that NATO membership should be dropped.

The Adensuer goverament, still committed to NATO, has
publicly reiterated its intention to express its views
on uaification directly to Moscow,

On 23 April Ambassador Dillon.esyxsssad‘hiﬁ personal opin-

ion that the Socialist leaders now heading the Fremch

governnent are prepared 1o accept a reunified, neutrslized
ﬁcﬁ!ga; which would bave no exclusive ties to the West.
Pillon believes that the present Fronch goverument would
1ink such a status for Germany to a general disarmament
sgreement with the UBER which would reduce the forces of
"the three great powers" (presumably the US, UBSR and
Communist China) to from 1 million to 1.5 million men
qaﬂ_la;ve ¥rance and Britain with 650,000 each, He points
out that Premier Mollet admits the Fremch govermment's
disarmament policy is now baged on the views of Jules Moch,
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Who has always favored severe raegtrictions on German
rearsament, |

Opinion polls taken in ¥rance since 1952 indicate a
trend away Irom iho ccntznuatian of Western defense
Arrangements as embodied in NATO, and an increasing
disinclipation to "side with the ¥est.” Only 19 per-
eent of the respondents igp January 1956 favored con-
tinuation of NATO ss contrasted with 31 percent favoring
the “"sltermative” of a broademed seourity system in~
oeluding the USSR,

NMany French observers have read into President Kisen-
hower's speech of 21 April a change, at least of em-
phasis, which they believe may be taking place in
American policy. The usually bighly eritical Paris
daily Lo Mopde saw in the President's spesch the adais-
sion that the Soviet Union night "evolve" in a Ay
favorable to peace, Le Monde bad earlier publicized

the belief that the denigration of S¥alin indicated

& slov democratization of the USBR. This hope leads

Le Monde and seutralist elements in France to press

for pew overtures to Moscow on disgrmament and for . 25X6
& resssessment of German rearmament, ’
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¥I. It seema certain that Chancdilor Adenauer and his
Christian Demooratic Union (CDU) would oppose forelgn
suggestions of the netralization ol Germany, & concept
they have always labelled as “"fatal.”

Y1i. The opposition Social Pemocrats, however, have long
f#avored s Rurcpean~wide security system to replace NATO,
and the Free Democrats, since being custed from the
Adensver goveranment in ¥Rbruary, have tiked as if they

o } 25X1X
would be prepared to give up WATO,

IX. In common with the other West German parties, however,

the CDU bas been worried lately that the disarmament

-
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Yor this reason, Sess efficially protested Preaier
Nollst’s 3 April "UE Newe"™ statement, Iaplying that
fismrmanent carri & higher prierity thas Germen
waification. Iater discuesicss with the Presch seemed
umm that thers were actunlly s differences
Forsign Eisister Breatane teld serrespondents oa 13
April that mmmammuw
#00a™ present his govermmest's viess ea disarsanent
and weificatios, but thst no bHilatersl megotiations

It 58 sybdent that the Bema goveroment w&w
Quisscent oa the unifioatics immwe. ¥bile there are
B gresent indicstions that ihe goverament mm te
A0t whthout commulting its allies or to alter Ats bamic
tereigs policien, it will find itndet in as ivcreseisngly
wasonloriable position demestically 37 cther wesburs
& the Wentera allianes act te oreate as sllissce-
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